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Question 1.

Explain the conditions that were viewed as obstacles to the economic exchange
and growth by the new commercial classes during the nineteenth century in
Europe.

Answer:

In the economic sphere, liberalism stood for the freedom of markets and the
abolition of state-imposed restrictions on movement of goods and capital.

e Butin the 19th century Napoleon’s administrative measures had created
out of countless small principalities a confederation of 39 states. Each
possessed its own currency, and weights and measures.

¢ A merchant travelling from Hamburg to Nuremberg had to pass through 11
custom barriers and pay 5% duty at each one of them.

e As each region had its own system of weights and measures this involved
time-consuming calculations.
Such conditions were viewed as obstacles to economic growth and
exchange by the new commercial classes who argued for the creation of a
unified economic territory allowing free movement of goods, people and
capital.

Question 2.

Describe the events of French Revolution which had influenced the people
belonging to other parts of Europe.

Answer:



e The first clear-cut expression of nationalism came with the French
Revolution in 1789. In 1789, France was under the rule of an absolute
monarch.

e When the revolutionaries came to power in France, they were determined
to create a new sense of unity and nationhood. For this, they emphasized
the concept of France being the father land (La Patrie) for all French
people, who were from now on addressed as citizens (citoyen). They were
given the tri-colour flag, the three colours representing liberty, equality and
fraternity.

French revolutionaries introduced various other measures such as:

e The Estate General was elected by the body of active citizens and renamed
the National Assembly.

e New hymns were composed, oaths taken and martyrs commemorated all
in the name of the nation.

e A centralised administrative system was put in place and it formulated
uniform laws for all citizens within its territory.

¢ Internal customs, duties and dues were abolished and a uniform system of
weights and measures was adopted.

e Regional dialects were discouraged and French, as it was spoken and
written in Paris, became the common language of the nation.

e They further declared that it was the mission and the destiny of the French
nation to liberate the people of Europe from despotism and help them to
become nations.
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